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Lots of big plans for Chain of Lakes greenway corridor

Historic fleet competes for 2012
Tall Ships challenge crown

BY KIM MOAR

Fresh off the first port of call in the 2012 Tall
Ships Atlantic Challenge, the historic fleet
started the first of four legs to Nova Scotia on
May 7, from Savannah, Ga.
Tens of thousands of people enjoyed the
festivities and saw the collection of tall ships
over the four day festival in the city before
the ships set sail.
Nova Scotia’s ambassador at sea, Theodore
Tugboat, led the way to the starting line after
the ships left the wharfs for the traditional
parade of sail.
“Theodore made a big splash in Savannah.
He has captured the imagination of sailors
young and old, and is a regular highlight at
every port of call,” said Capt. Peter Murphy.
“Theodore will lead the Tall Ships home to
Nova Scotia.”
The next stop along the race route is
Greenport, N.Y., May 24-28, then on to Newport, R.I., July 6-9 and finally, Halifax. Tall
Ships Nova Scotia will be the longest stop in
one region for the vessels in the Tall Ships
Challenge Atlantic Coast 2012 series, beginning in Halifax, July 19-23, and throughout
Nova Scotia’s outports from July 24-29.
Waterfront Development, host of the
provincial tall ships event, partnered with
Taste of Nova Scotia to showcase the
province’s seafood and blueberry products at
an opening reception aboard Theodore Tugboat.
On May 17, Waterfront Development will
announce a listing of ships, outports and
shore side activities for the provincial event
that will showcase the best of Nova Scotia.
For more information go to www.tallshipsamerica.org .
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The volunteer association is now prioritizing its 2012 capital works. Some projects under
consideration include installing distance markers along the trail so people know how far
they’ve walked, improving some trail access
points and having a centre line painted on the
paved portion to encourage people to stay right
while on the multi-use trail.
A final decision on this year’s projects has
not yet been made, and the association encourages any public input into trail improvements.
HRM allocates $50,000 to municipal trail
groups for capital improvements.
The Chain of Lakes Trails Association (COLTA) meets each month at the Canada Games
Centre at 6:30 p.m., and are looking for a few
more volunteers to sit on the committee.
The next scheduled meeting is May 16. The
meetings are open to the public.
For more information, email coltanewsletter@gmail.com.
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Lorne Logan, chairman of the Chain of Lakes Trails Association, says as many as 50,000 people used the greenway corridor last year. KIM MOAR
bike racks exercise stations and other equipment.
Connecting the Chain of Lakes corridor to
other recreation areas was ranked as the highest priority during public workshops. Connections identified include a $138,000 trail to Long
Lake Provincial Park below the St. Margaret’s
Bay Road overpass, and another $568,000 link
to the Blue Mountain Birch Cove Lakes Wilderness area.
Other projects include overall trail beautification, interpretive signage, and upgrades to
various neighbourhood trail entrances, such as
those off Retreat Avenue, Rosemount Avenue,
Keating Road and Crown Drive, and at the main
entrance to the trail on Joseph Howe Drive.
Logan said over the past year, trail counts
indicate as many as 50,000 people used the
greenway last year.
The report suggests all capital projects could
be complete within a 10-year time frame with a
budget of an estimated $5 million in 2012 dollars.

HEADQUARTERS
S

ONTH
UP TO 84 M
%- Pow
r Locks
er Windows and Doo

*Payments are based upon 84 month term at
0% ﬁnancing. Freight, fee’s & taxes are extra.
**61 MPG Hwy rating on 2012 Eco models.

- CD/MP3 Player
ch more
- 10 AirBags and mu

CHEVROLET | BUICK
GMC | CADILLAC

5

IN BRIEF

THE WEEKLY NEWS

The sky’s the limit when it comes to plans for
the Chain of Lakes trail, but it all comes down to
money, says the chairman of a volunteer committee which manages the greenway corridor.
“Overall it’s very positive,” said Lorne Logan
of the recently released final report of the Chain
of Lakes Trails Association. “We recognize
there’s a bit of a discrepancy between some of
the budget estimates, and what we can realistically do.
“We’re better to work in the real world for
this one,” he added.
Some of the big ticket items outlined in the
final report include nearly $1 million in infrastructure improvements on HRM-owned land
on both the east and west side of Chain Lake
Drive in the Bayers Lake Business Park. The
plan includes parking lots constructed along
with washrooms, plaza space, benches and a
fenced-in off-leash dog park.
The report, prepared by Ekistics Planning
and Design and based largely on public consultation, also envisions $413,000 in trail upgrades,
including paving the entire trail, grass seeding
the edges and installing crosswalks and emergency telephones along the 7.2-kilometre-long
trail.
Logan said there are mixed opinions on
whether the whole trail should be paved, or if
part of it should remain as a crushed gravel
path.
A paved surface can be plowed free of snow
in the winter making it more accessible yearround, while an unpaved, unplowed section
allows people to cross-country ski or snowshoe
along the trail.
Future trail projects could also include
$394,000 for trail furnishings, such as benches,
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